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Cuba
II.  The  Island  Under Spanish  Rule and After By  Percy F.  Martin,  F.R.G.S.
Author of  "Through Five Republics of South America," etc.
OLLOWING  upon  its discovery by    other    precious    metals,    procured    by
Columbus    in    1492,   and   dating    ruthless     application    of    slave-labour,
from    its    complete    exploration    were     shipped     to     Spain.      At     this
and occupation  (1494-1513), the history    time Mexico,  Jamaica,  Florida,  and all
of Cuba, not inaptly termed " The Pearl    contiguous   newly-discovered    land    was
of the Antilles,"   owing  to its  physical    fused into the same nationality by the
attractiveness, proved  uniformly stormy    statesmanship   of   the   Catholic   kings;
and troublous,  as have been all of the    but local patriotism had no opportunity
countries of the New World  discovered    of  asserting  itself.    The  nomination  of
and " civilized " by the Spaniards.    The    Las Casas, in  1516,    as   " Protector of
latter appear to have treated the original,    the Indians/' had in no way improved
peaceable,   and   unsophisticated   natives    their unhappy lot.
with the same  forbidding  severity  and        While the Spaniards depended entirely
frequent brutality exhibited in other of    upon military and naval forces for their
their Latin-American possessions.    They    maintenance in the country,  social and
speedily   introduced   the   hated  reparti-    commercial   development   were   by   no
miento system, otherwise a form of life-    means    wanting.     Neither     were     the
under taskmasters  more merciless  than   'Both the French and the British, being
any   experienced   under   the   corvee   in    at war with Spain, harassed the island
Egypt.   For  close   upon   four  centuries    and its officials continually and -effectively,
this  was  the  Spanish  policy.   Without    During the reign of Charles V. of France
conscience,  pity  or justice,  colonisation    the destructive activities of the former
of the island was carried on,  its great    proved   particularly   aggravating;   while
riches exploited, and the Crown of Spain    the  depredations committed  by  Jaques
enriched beyond computation.                    Sores,    who,    according    to    Pedro    de
Gradually the aborigines were crushed    Menendez, was " one of the best corsairs
put   of   existence;   gradually,   also,   the    in all of France and England," gave the
island became repeopled by negroes and    Spaniards endless trouble.   The French
other    debased    races.     To-day,    how-    declared that " God had not created the
ever,   of  the   population,   estimated   at    fair lands of the West Indies solely for the
2,889,000, about 72 per cent, are white (or    Castillians," and, determining that they
almost white) and the remainder coloured,    should not enjoy them hi peace, attacked
In the persecution of the unfortunate    Havana in 1555, taking the town in natives the Church, mainly concerned    thirty minutes. Before releasing the with the collection of its tithes, took its    numerous French prisoners they de-full part. The Inquisition accounted for    manded and received a sum of 30,000 the death of a large number of so-called    pesos, in addition to one hundred loads heretics, while the cupidity of hordes of    of cazabi bread, officials played its part.                                  Hostile English activity began as early
Seven    of    the    earliest    settlements    as 1557, the outcome of personal hostility
established    by    Drego   Velasquez, the    between Philip of Spain and Elizabeth
first adelantado, or representative of the    of  England, when a British  merchant-
Spanish Crown, were followed by others. The immense mineral richness of the country brought about a high tide of prosperity between 1515-18, when enormous consignments of the gold, platinum, and
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ship presented itself off Santo Domingo. The reputed mineral wealth of the island soon excited the envy of British b uccaneers. Simultaneously with the waning of the influence of the French